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# DATE LOCATIONS & NOTES 

 
1 

Thursday 
20th May 

Ferry from Oban to Craignure, Mull. Transfer to Salen. 
Afternoon excursion to Tobermory and a walk in Atlantic 
oakwoods. 

 
2 

Friday 21st 
May 

Early morning walk at Salen. 
Excursion to Loch Frisa, visiting a White-tailed Eagle nest; 
Afternoon visit to Ulva. Dinner at The Boathouse, Ulva. 

3 Saturday 
22nd May 

Boat trip to Lunga and Staffa. 

 
4 

Sunday 
23rd May 

Early morning walk at Salen. Excursion to Torosay Castle 
followed by lunch by Loch Spelvie and a visit to the standing 
stones near Loch Buie. 

 
5 

Monday 
24th May 

Excursion to Iona. 

6 Tuesday 
25th May  

Excursion to Dervaig followed by Calgary. Dinner at 
Mediterranean Restaurant. 

 
7 

Wednesday 
26th May 

Morning walk round Garmony Point, near Fishnish. 
Ferry from Craignure to Oban. 

 

LIST OF TRAVELLERS 

Leaders 
Kieron Huston: Derbyshire 
David Greenhalgh: Mull 
 



Mull species lists and trip report, 20th-26th May 2010 
 

www.wildlife-travel.co.uk 3 

 

Species Checklists 
 
Mammals 
 
Grey Seal, Halichoerus grypus 
One noted during the ferry crossing on 20th May. Several seen on the 22nd from the boat 
during the return from Lunga and one male seen at close quarters on the dock at Fionnphort 
on the 24th as we disembarked from Iona.  
 
Common Seal, Phoca vitulina 
A small number were seen during the trip. One was observed between Ulva and the mainland 
on the 21st. Several were seen on the 22nd during the boat trip to Lunga and Staffa and five or 
so were noted on islands in Loch Spelve on the 23rd. 
 
Brown hare Lepus europaeus 
One seen briefly from the bus on the 23rd.  
 
Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Common in grassy areas near the coast. 
 
Otter, Lutra lutra 
Three sightings of six otters was a great tally for the trip with everybody in the party getting 
good, prolonged views of this usually elusive mammal. 

 Our first sighting was on the morning of the fourth day when a few intrepid souls 
braved an early walk at Salen in the rain. After 1 hour we were finally rewarded with 
prolonged but distant views of two otters fishing off rocks in the bay. After watching 
them for around 20 minutes they crossed the bay south towards the old pier.   

 Later on the 23rd three otters were sighted during a lunch stop adjacent to Loch Spelve. 
 Our final view was of one otter munching a fish on the edge of Loch Scridain. It 

disappeared into the seaweed before emerging a short distance offshore and heading 
west along the lock edge.  

 
Red Deer, Cervus elaphus 
Small numbers seen on the hillsides and some of the lower grasslands as we travelled around 
the island.  
 
Fallow Deer, Dama dama 
A large herd was seen near Loch Buie. 
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Birds 
 
Great Northern Diver, Gavia immer 
A single bird was watched for some time as it crossed the shallow end of Loch Na Keal where we 
stopped for lunch en-route to catch the ferry to Ulva on Friday 21st.  At least one bird observed 
from the ferry on the return from Lunga on the 22nd. Another bird was watched at close quarters 
on Loch Scridain whilst meandering back from Iona.  
 
Fulmar, Fulmarus glacialis 
Many seen on and around the Treshnish Islands. 
 
Gannet, Morus bassanus 
Small numbers seen off the coast of Mull and from the boat trip to the Treshnish Islands. 
 
Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo 
Scarcer than Shag, a few individuals seen, off Iona. 
 
Shag, Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Commonly seen around the islands, with small numbers breeding on the cliffs of Lunga. 
 
 
Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea 
Very common around the coast. 
 
Mute Swan, Cygnus olor 
Several birds noted on the 20th. 
 
Greylag Goose, Anser anser 
Common on Mull with a large flock seen most days to the south of Salen.  
 
Canada goose 
Observed on one occasion at least.  
 
Shelduck, Tadorna tadorna 
Seen on the 23rd en-route to Loch Buie. Several individuals were also seen on the coast around 
Iona. 
 
Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos 
Common on the coast, usually in more sheltered areas. 
 
Eider, Somateria mollissima 
Fairly common along the coast of Mull, with larger flocks seen in Loch Spelvie. 
 
Goosander Mergus merganser 
A pair was present near Dervaig on the 25th.  
 
Red-breasted Merganser, Mergus serrator 
Pairs seen at several locations, including Salen harbour, Loch Na Keal and Loch Spelvie. 
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White-tailed Eagle, Haliaeetus albicilla 
Sadly this year Frisa and her mate failed to hatch any chicks. A period of very cold and wet 
weather coincided with the time the eggs were due to hatch and it is thought that either the 
chicks died or the eggs failed to hatch. However, our visit still proved very enjoyable and the 
group got their first view of a white-tailed eagle as Frisa flew up the loch towards the hide before 
disappearing over the hillside.  She came to rest on a knoll visible from further back down the 
road and we decamped to this position and watched as Frisa was mobbed by lapwings.    
 

On Sunday en-route to Torosay Castle we watched another white-tailed eagle pair as they sat in 
pines and later the same day, two adult birds (probably the same pair) took flight from Camas 
Mor a small boulder strewn bay in front of Torosay Castle. Later in the trip, a third nest site was 
seen, with a more conspicuous nest. One adult was observed whilst it flew over forest in this 
area.    
 
Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos 
A single adult was seen over hills between Calgary and the Ensin Burn. 
 
Common Buzzard, Buteo buteo 
Frequent sightings around Mull. 
 
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
One bird flying low into woodland near the standing stones.  
 
Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus 
Seen around Salen on the first day. 
 
Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus 
Small numbers seen in fields on Mull. 
 
Corncrake, Crex crex 
Several calling males around the village on Iona, but no one was lucky enough to see this elusive 
bird! 
 
Oystercatcher, Himantopus ostralegus 
Very frequent around the islands. 
 
Dunlin, Calidris alpina 
Noted on the 22nd during the trip to Staffa and Lunga. A small group were also seen on Iona on 
the 24th and near the saltmarsh at Dervaig on the 25th. 
 

 
The northern beaches of Iona 
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Curlew, Numenius arquata 
Curlew was noted on most days and is seen throughout the island. Birds along the coast at Salen 
provided good views for some of the group. 
 
Redshank, Tringa totanus 
Seen on the 21st and 22nd  along the edge of bays. 
 
Common Sandpiper, Actitis hypoleucos 
Very common on the coast throughout the islands. 
 
Ringed Plover, Charadrius hiaticula 
Small numbers seen on most days including Loch Ulva and on Iona. 
 
Lapwing, Vanellus vanellus 
Common in grassy fields throughout Mull. One pair was watched for several minutes whilst they 
mobbed Frisa the female white-tailed eagle.  
 
Great Skua, Stercorarius skua 
Several birds were seen well by the group as we had lunch, shortly after our arrival on Lunga. 
Another bird was observed on the 24th on Iona. 
 
Black-headed Gull, Larus ridibundus 
Several noted during the first few days. 
 
Common Gull, Larus canus 
Common throughout the islands. 
 
Herring Gull, Larus argentatus 
Common around the coast. 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Larus fuscus 
Fairly common around the coast. 
 
Great Black-backed Gull, Larus marinus 
Seen on most days in small numbers around the islands. Excellent views of several birds on the 
return from Lunga.  
 
Kittiwake, Rissa tridactyla 
Common around Ulva and the Treshnish Islands. Best views on Lunga near the stack which some 
of the group managed to reach.  
 
Arctic Tern, Sterna paradisea 
Small numbers seen off the coast of Iona and near Ulva. 
 
Puffin, Fratercula arctica 
Wonderful views of this delightful seabird were seen on and around Lunga. Many of the birds 
were actively inspecting and lining nest burrows in preparation for breeding. 
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Black Guillemot, Cepphus grille 
Small numbers seen in Oban Harbour and around the Mull coast. 
 
Guillemot, Uria aalge 
Common on and around the Treshnish Islands with many breeding on the stack at Lunga. 
 
Razorbill, Alca torda 
Common around the Treshnish Islands with many nesting on Lunga. 
 
Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon, Columba livia 
Several seen around the Treshnish Islands and Iona may have been pure Rock Doves. 
 
Woodpigeon, Columba palumbus 
Small numbers seen in wooded areas around Mull such as near Salen Bay and Torosay. 
 
Collared Dove, Streptopelia decaocto 
Common around Salen, Craignure, and Tobermory, and on Iona. 
 
Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus 
Several heard on Mull, with one bird scoped (at some distance) near Loch Buie. 
 
Tawny Owl, Strix aluco 
Heard by some of the group at Salen. 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos major 
Recorded in the woods at Salen and near Tobermory. 
 
Skylark, Alauda arvensis 
Common throughout the islands. 
 
Sand Martin, Riparia riparia 
Colonies seen in the quarries at Loch Frisa and along the road to Dervaig. 
 
House Martin, Delichon urbica 
Seen throughout Mull, with several pairs nesting in Salen. 
 
Swallow, Hirundo rustica 
Very common throughout the islands. 
 
Tree Pipit, Anthus trivialis 
Seen and/or heard by some of the group on several occasions. 
 
Meadow Pipit, Anthus pratensis 
Very common throughout the islands. 
 
Rock Pipit, Anthus petrosus 
One noted on Lunga. 
 
Grey Wagtail, Motacilla cinerea 
Noted around Salen Bay and Tobermory. 
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Pied Wagtail, Motacilla alba 
Common throughout the islands. 
 
Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes 
Fairly common in gardens and wooded areas throughout the islands. 
 
Dunnock, Prunella modularis 
Scarce, with birds noted at Salen and Torosay. 
Robin, Erithacus rubecula 
Common in gardens and wooded areas throughout the islands. 
 
Wheatear, Oenanthe oenanthe 
Good views of a single bird on Iona. 
 
Blackbird, Turdus merula 
Common in gardens and wooded areas throughout the islands. 
 
Song Thrush, Turdus philomelos 
Common throughout the islands. 
 
Mistle Thrush, Turdus viscivorus 
Seen near Loch Frisa. 
 
Sedge Warbler, Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Noted in reedy areas on Ulva and Iona. 
 
Whitethroat, Sylvia communis 
Common throughout the islands. 
 
Garden warbler 
One heard near Garmony on the last day. 
 
Blackcap, Sylvia atricapilla 
Recorded in the woods near Calgary. 
 
Wood Warbler, Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Heard in the woods near Salen Bay and at Torosay. Some of the group caught sight of an 
individual flitting about in trees close to the coast road at Salen. 
 
Willow Warbler, Phylloscopus trochilus 
Very common throughout the islands. 
Spotted Flycatcher, Muscicapa striata 
One individual seen at Torosay in the gardens. 
 
Coal Tit, Parus ater 
Common in wooded areas. 
 
Blue Tit, Parus caeruleus 
Common in gardens and wooded areas. 
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Great Tit, Parus major 
Common in gardens and wooded areas. 
 
Treecreeper, Certhia familiaris 
One bird seen at Torosay. 
 
Jackdaw, Corvus monedula 
Common on Iona. Also seen in Tobermory. 
 
Rook, Corvus frugilegus 
Common on Iona, mainly around the Abbey. 
 
Hooded Crow, Corvus cornix 
Common throughout the islands. 
 
Raven, Corvus corax 
Noted on the 21st, 22nd and 23rd including birds seen near Loch Spelvie. 
 
Starling, Sturnus vulgaris 
Fairly common throughout the islands. 
 
House Sparrow, Passer domesticus 
Common around habitations. 
 
Chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs 
Common throughout the islands where trees present. 
 
Greenfinch, Fringilla chloris 
Fairly common in and around gardens and wooded areas. 
 
Goldfinch, Carduelis carduelis 
Common throughout Mull. 
 
Siskin, Carduelis spinus 
Very common in all wooded areas, notably around Salen. 
 
Linnet, Carduelis cannabina 
Small numbers noted on Iona. 
 
Redpoll sp. Carduelis sp. 
Common around Salen, Torosay and Calgary.  
 
Bullfinch, Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Recorded by the group on the 1st and 2nd day with excellent views near Salen.  
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Insects 
 
Odonata – dragonflies: 
 
Large Red Damselfly, Pyrrhosoma nymphula 
Seen at Calgary and in woods at Tobermory. 
 
Common Blue Damselfly, Enallagma cyathigerum 
Seen at Torosay and Calgary. 
 
Lepidoptera – butterflies: 
 
Small white Pieris rapae 
Seen occasionally on the 23rd and 24th including near Loch Buie and on Iona. 
 
Green-veined White, Pieris napi 
Fairly frequent across the island. 
 
Green hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
One seen by a few of the group whilst taking an adventurous route around Iona on the 24th.  
 
Small copper Lycaena phlaes 
One seen briefly on the last morning near Garmony Point (NM403677) 
 
Red admiral Vanessa atalanta 
One seen on the 23rd near Torosay. 
 
Peacock Inachis io 
Several individuals seen on the 23rd and 24th.  
  
Speckled Wood, Pararge aegeria 
Noted on the 21st on Ulva. 
 
Small heath Coenonympa pamphilus 
One individual seen by the group on the last morning at the start of a brief walk near Garmony 
Point (NM403677). 
 
Moths 
 
Speckled yellow Pseudopanthera macularia 
A number of small yellow moths were seen flying around the track on the way down to the hide 
near Loch Frisa. A subsequent photo of one of these taken near the hide closely resembled this 
species. The species is considered local in western Scotland and the National Biodiversity Network 
map indicates it has been recorded from the eastern coast on Mull. However, no individuals were 
captured so identification is not 100%!  
 
Brimstone Moth Opisthographtis luteolata 
One brimstone moth seen on the 25th near Calgary. 
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Drinker Euthrix potatoria 
One caterpillar found near Loch Spelvie. Caterpillars feed on various grasses such as Cock’s-foot 
(Dactylis glomerata). 
 

 
Oak eggar Lasiocampa quercus 
One caterpillar found on the last morning near Garmony Point (NM403677). In the north and west 
heather and bilberry are common food plants for the caterpillars. 
 
Other insects  
 
Longhorn beetle Rhagium bifasciatum 
First seen and photographed atTorosay gardens.Later several more were noted around Loch 
Spelvie. The larvae of this species burrow in the trunks of spruces and other conifers (probably 
not so welcome at Torosay!).  
 

 
 
Green tiger beetle (Cicindela campestris) 
Several seen on sandy track edges and embankments in the plantations around Loch Frisa. 
 
Ruby-tailed wasp (Chrysis ignita) 
One seen on Iona by the leader and one of the group.  
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Plants 
 

 
Common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium on Iona 

 

Scientific name Common name 

Ferns and allied plants  

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black spleenwort 

Asplenium marinum Sea spleenwort 

Asplenium ruta-muraria Wall-rue 

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair spleenwort 

Athyrium filix-femina Lady fern 

Blechnum spicant Hard fern 

Dryopteris affinis Scaly male fern 

Dryopteris dilatata Broad buckler-fern 

Dryopteris filix-mas Male fern 

Eleocharis palustris Common spike-rush 

Equisetum palustre Marsh horsetail 

Phyllitis scolopendrium Hart's tongue fern 

Polystichum setiferum Soft shield fern  

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 

  

Grasses and rushes  

Agrostis capillaris Common bent 

Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh fox-tail 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow fox-tail 

Ammophila arenaria Marram grass 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet vernal grass 

Arrhenatherum elatius False oat-grass 

Brachypodium sylvaticum Wood false-brome 

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot 

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted hair grass 

Eriophorum angustifolium Common cotton-grass 

Eriophorum vaginatum Hare's-tail cotton-grass 
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Festuca ovina agg. Sheep's fescue 

Festuca rubra sens. lat.  Red fescue 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog 

Juncus effusus Soft rush 

Luzula campestris Field wood-rush 

Luzula multiflora Heath wood-rush 

Luzula sylvatica Great wood-rush 

Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass 

Nardus stricta Mat grass 

Phleum pratense Timothy 

Poa annua Annual meadow grass 

Schoenoplectus lacustris Common club-rush 

Triglochin maritimum Sea arrow-grass 

  

Sedges  

Carex echinata Star sedge 

Carex flacca Glaucous sedge 

Carex nigra Common sedge 

Carex pilulifera Pill sedge 

Carex sylvatica Wood sedge 

 

 
 

Sword-leaved helleborine Cephalanthera longifolia.  A widespread, but uncommon orchid in the 
British Isles. Flowers are pollinated by small solitary bees. Seeds are wind dispersed and require a 
mycorrhizal fungal partner to deverlop. 
 

Trees, shrubs and herbs etc  

Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

Achillea ptarmica Sneezewort 

Ajuga reptans Bugle 

Alchemilla glabra a lady's mantle 

Allium ursinum Ramsons 

Alnus glutinosa Alder 
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Anemone nemorosa Wood anemone 

Angelica sylvestris Wild angelica 

Antennaria dioica Mountain everlasting 

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley 

Arabidopsis thaliana Thale cress 

Arctium minus sens. lat. Lesser burdock 

Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved sandwort 

Armeria maritima Thrift 

Aster tripolium Sea aster 

Bellis perennis Daisy 

Betula pendula Silver birch 

Betula pubescens Downy birch 

Calluna vulgaris Heather 

Caltha palustris Marsh marigold 

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy bitter-cress 

Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo flower 

Centaurea nigra Common knapweed 

Cephalanthera longifolia Sword-leaved helleborine 

Cerastium fontanum Common mouse-ear 

Cerastium glomeratum Sticky mouse-ear 

Cerastium semidecandrum Little mouse-ear 

Chrysosplenium oppositifolium Opposite-leaved golden saxifrage 

Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's nightshade 

Cirsium palustre Marsh thistle 

Cochlearia officinalis agg. Common scurvygrass 

Conopodium majus Pignut 

Corylus avellana Hazel 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common spotted orchid 

Dactylorhiza maculata Heath spotted orchid 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved willowherb 

Erodium cicutarium agg. Common stork's-bill 

Euphrasia officinalis agg. an eyebright 

Fagus sylvatica Beech 

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 

Fragaria vesca Wild strawberry 

Fraxinus excelsior Ash 

Galium aparine Cleavers 

Galium odoratum Woodruff 

Galium palustre Marsh bedstraw 

Galium saxatile Heath bedstraw 

Galium verum Lady's bedstraw 

Geranium molle Dove's-foot crane's-bill 

Geranium robertianum Herb-robert 

Geum rivale Water avens 

Geum rivale x G. urbanum 



Mull species lists and trip report, 20th-26th May 2010 
 

www.wildlife-travel.co.uk 15 

Geum urbanum Wood avens 

Glaux maritima Sea milkwort 

Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy 

Hedera helix Ivy 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 

Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear 

Ilex aquifolium Holly 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow iris 

Lathyrus linifolius Bitter vetch 

Ligusticum scoticum Scot's lovage 

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 

Lotus corniculatus Common bird's-foot-trefoil 

Lysimachia nemorum Yellow pimpernel 

Meconopsis cambrica Welsh poppy 

Mercurialis perennis Dog's mercury 

Myrica gale Bog myrtle 

Narthecium ossifragum Bog asphodel 

Oenanthe crocata Hemlock water-dropwort 

Oxalis acetosella Wood sorrel 

Pedicularis sylvatica Lousewort 

Persicaria bistorta Bistort 

Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear hawkweed 

Pinguicula vulgaris Butterwort 

Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn plantain 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain 

Plantago major Greater plantain 

Plantago maritima Sea plantain 

Polygala serpyllifolia Heath milkwort 

Potentilla anserina Silverweed 

Potentilla erecta Tormentil 

Primula vulgaris Primrose 

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal 

Prunus avium Wild cherry 

Prunus padus Bird cherry 

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 

Quercus robur Pedunculate oak 

Ranunculus acris Meadow buttercup 

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous buttercup 

Ranunculus ficaria Lesser celandine 

Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

Rumex acetosa Common sorrel 

Salix caprea Goat willow 

Salix cinerea Grey willow 

Sambucus nigra Elder 
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Sanicula europaea Sanicle 

Scilla verna Spring squill 

Sedum acre Biting stonecrop 

Sedum anglicum English stonecrop 

 

 
Roseroot Sedum rosea on Lunga 

 

Sedum rosea Roseroot 

Senecio jacobaea Ragwort 

Silene dioica Red campion 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

Stachys sylvatica Hedge woundwort 

Stellaria holostea Greater stitchwort 

Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit scabious 

Taraxacum agg. Dandelion 

Teucrium scorodonia Wood sage 

Thymus polytrichus Wild thyme 

Trifolium pratense Red clover 

Trifolium repens White clover 

Ulex europaeus Gorse 

Ulmus glabra Wych elm 

Urtica dioica Common nettle 

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry 

Valeriana officinalis Common valerian 

Veronica arvensis Wall speedwell 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 

Veronica chamaedrys Germander speedwell 

Veronica officinalis Heath speedwell 

Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved speedwell 

Vicia sepium Bush vetch 

Viola canina Dog violet 

Viola palustris Marsh violet 

 



Mull species lists and trip report, 20th-26th May 2010 
 

www.wildlife-travel.co.uk 17 

 


